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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-41 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-9,12-17 and 20-23 objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claims 1-9,12-17 and 20-23 appear to include typograpliically errors. Specifically 
the word "A" used on line 1 of the respective claims appear to have been used in error. 
For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change the word "A" to 

"The". 

Claims 14-17 appear to include typographical errors. There are duplicate sets of 
functions in the list claims. 

For the purpose of this office action the Examiner change "multiple functions" on 
lines 2 of claims 14-1 7 to first set of multiple functions, second set of multiple functions, 
third set of multiple functions and fourth set of multiple functions respectively. 

Claims 32-35 appear to include typographically errors. Specifically the term 
"claim 36" seems to have been used in error. 

For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change the term "claim 
36" to "claim 31". 

Claims 37-40 appear to include typographically errors. Specifically the term 
"claim 31" seems to have been used in error. 
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For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change the term "claim 
31 "to "claim 36", 

Claim 10 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
3. Claims 24-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

2. Claims 24-41 are directed to method steps, which can be practiced mentally in 
conjunction with pen and paper, therefore, they are directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. Specifically, as claimed, it is uncertain what performs each of the claimed 
method steps. Moreover, each of the claimed steps, inter alia, managing, exposing, 
creating, receiving of independent claims can be practiced mentally in conjunctions with 
pen and paper. The claimed steps do not define a machine or computer implemented 
process [see MPEP 2106]. Therefore, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. (The examiner suggests applicant to change "method" to "computer 
implemented method" in the preamble to overcome 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection: NOTE: 
dependent claims 25-30,31-35 and 37-41 should be changed to "The computer 
implemented method"). 



Application/Control Number: 10/087,027 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2194 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim tlie subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 



The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

1. "the applications" on line 3 of claim 11. 
For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change the term "the 
applications" to "the one or more applications". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1-8,10-16,19-22,24-29,31-34 and 36-39 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 6,792,605 B1 to Roberts et al. 

8. As to claim 1 / Roberts teaches a software arcliitecture for a distributed 
comprising system comprising: an application configured to handle requests submitted 
by remote devices over a network (figure 1 Applciations A/B. Web Services Provider C 
Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 24); and an application program interface to present functions used by the 
application to access network and computing resources of the distributed computing 
system ("...web services engine..." (service drivers) Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 24, Col. 5 Ln. 53 - 
67). 

9. As to claim 2, Roberts teaches the software architecture as recited in claim 1 . 
wherein the distributed computing system comprises client devices and server devices 
that handle requests from the client devices, the remote devices comprising at least one 
client device (Col. 6 Ln. 14 - 19). 

10. As to claim 3, Roberts teaches the software architecture as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein the distributed computing system comprises client devices and server devices 
that handle requests from the client devices, the remote devices comprising at least one 
server device that is configured as a Web server (Col. 5 Ln. 25 - 52, Col. 6 Ln. 14 - 19). 
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11. As to claim 4, Roberts teaclies the software architecture as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein the application program interface comprises: a fii^t group of services related to 
creating Web applications (Col. 7 Ln. 50 - 67, Col. 9 Ln. 27 - 35); a second group of 
services related to constructing client applications (Col. 14 Ln. 30-46); a third group of 
services related to data and handling XML documents (Col. 10 Ln. 1 - 9. Ln. 59 - 67); 
and a fourth group of services related to base class libraries (Col. 6 Ln. 7 - 9, Col. 8 Ln. 
29-38, Ln.64-67). 

12. As to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 4 above. 

13. As to claim 6, Roberts teaches the application program interface as recited in 
claim 5, wherein the first group of services comprises: first functions that enable 
construction and use of Web services (Col. 9 Ln. 27 - 35); second functions that enable 
temporary caching of frequently used resources (Col. 1 1 Ln. 1 - 5); third functions that 
enable initial configuration (Col. 7 Ln. 1 1 - 15); fourth functions that enable creation of 
controls and Web pages (Col. 14 Ln. 30 - 46); fifth functions that enable security in Web 
server applications (Col. 6 Ln. 7 - 9, Ln. 48 - 67, Col. 7 Ln. 50 - 56); sixth functions that 
enable access to session state values (Col. 6 Ln. 23 - 27). 

14. As to claim 7, Roberts teaches the application program interface as recited in 
claim 5, wherein the second group of services comprises: first functions that enable 
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creation of windowing graphical user interface; and second functions that enable 
graphical functionality (Col. 14 Ln, 30-46). 



15. As to claim 8, Roberts teaches the application program interface as recited in 
claim 5, wherein the third group of sen^ices comprises: first functions that enable 
management of data from multiple data source (Col. 5 Ln. 25 - 43); and second 
functions that enable XML processing (Col. 5 Ln. 25 - 37. Col. 10 Ln. 1 - 9, Ln. 59 - 
67). 

1 6. As to claim 1 0, see the rejection of claim 5 above. 

1 7. As to claim 1 1 , see the rejection of claim 1 above. 



18. As to claim 12, Roberts teaches the distributed computer software architecture 
as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising a remote application configured to be 
executed on one of the remote computing devices, the remote application using the 
application programming interface to access the networking platform (figure 1 Web 
Service Engine 101 Col. 4 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 25). 



19. 



As to claims 13-16, see the rejection of claims 4.6 and 7. 
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20. As to claim 1 9, Roberts teaches the system comprising: means for exposing a 
set of functions that enable browser/server communication; means for exposing a 
second set of functions that enable drawing and construction of client applications (Col. 
14 Ln. 30 - 46); means for exposing a third set of functions that enable connectivity to 
data sources and XML functionality (Col. 5 Ln. 25 - 37, Col. 10 Ln. 1 - 9, Ln. 59 - 67); 
and means for exposing a fourth set of functions that enable system and runtime 
functionality (Col. 8 Ln. 22 - 28). 

21 . As to claims 20-22, see the rejection of claims 6-8 respectively. 

22. As to claims 24 and 26, see the rejection of claim 1 9 above. 

23. As to claims 27-29, see the rejection of claims 6-8 respectively. 

24. As to claim 25, Roberts teaches the computer implemented method as recited in 
claim 24, further comprising receiving a request from a remote computing device, the 
request containing a call to at least one of the first, second, third, and fourth functions 
(Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 25). 

25. As to claim 31, see the rejection of claim 24 above. 



26. 



As to claims 32-34, see the rejection of claims 6-8 above. 
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27. As to claim 36. see the rejection of claim 1 9 above. 

28. As to claims 37-39, see the rejection of claim 6-8 respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

29. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

30. Claims 9,17,18,23,30,35,40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 6,792,605 B1 to Roberts et al. in view of U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,987,517 to Firth et al. 

31 . As to claim 9, Roberts teaches the application program interface as recited in 
claim 5, wherein the fourth group of services comprises: first functions that enable 
definitions of various collections of objects (Col. 8 Ln. 50 - 67); fifth functions that 
enable input/output of data (Col. 8 Ln. 29 - 38, Ln. 64 - 67); sixth functions that enable 
a programming interface to network protocol (figure 1 Col. 4 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 5 Ln. 25 - 
37); eleventh functions that enable character encoding (inherent in XML language, since 
XML language supports character encoding); ninth functions that enable system 
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security and permissions (Col. 6 Ln. 7 - 9); tenth functions that enable installation and 
running of services (Col. 9 Ln. 27 - 35); and thirteenth functions that facilitate runtime 
operations (Col. 8 Ln. 22 - 28). 

32. Roberts is silent with reference to second functions that enable programmatic 
access to configuration settings and handling of errors in configuration files; third 
functions that enable application debugging and code execution tracing; fourth functions 
that enable customization of data according to cultural related information; seventh 
functions that enable a managed view of types, methods, and fields; eighth functions 
that enable culture-specific resources and twelfth functions that enable multi-threaded 
programming; 

33. Firth teaches second functions that enable programmatic access to configuration 
settings and handling of errors in configuration files/third functions that enable 
application debugging and code execution tracing (Col. 13 Ln. 6 - 29); fourth functions 
that enable customization of data according to cultural related information/eighth 
functions that enable culture-specific resources (Col. 13 Ln. 6 - 29); seventh functions 
that enable a managed view of types, methods, and fields; twelfth functions that enable 
multi-threaded programming (Col. 12 Ln. 52 - 62); 

34. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Firth and Roberts because the 
teaching of Firth would improve the system of Roberts by creating computer network 
applications by using a library of reentrant network functions which allow an application 
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to reduce the source code required to interact with a computer network such as the 
Internet (Firth Col. 1 Ln. 9 - 14). 

35. As to claims 17,18,23,30,35,40 see the rejection of claim 9 above. 

36. As to claim 41 , see the rejection of claims 6-9 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E. Anya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3757. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00) First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. An Meng-Ai can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Charles E Anya 
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